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ACTION COME-00 

INFO OCT-01 AF-06 ISO-00 EB-07 FMC-02 CIAE-00 INR-07 

LAB-04 NSAE-00 RSC-01 SIL-01 /029 W 

081808 

R291530Z JAN 75 
FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7767 

UNCLAS LAGOS 00931 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, EWWT, NI 

SUBJ: LAGOS/APAPA PORT CONGESTION: STATUS REPORT 

1. OFFICIAL PORT AUTHORITY FIGURES OF WAITING TIMES FOR 
SHIPS BERTHING IN LAGOS/APAPA AND PORT HARCOURT AS OF 
JANUARY 27 ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

APAPA IMPORT - 60 -65 DAYS 

APAPA EXPORT - 2-3 DAYS 

LAGOS CUSTOMS QUAY - 25 - 30 DAYS 
APAPA LIGHTER - 10-15 DAYS 

PORT HARCOURT - 7 - 14 DAYS 

2. COMMENT: THE INCREASE IN WAITING TIME AT APAPA IMPORT 

STEMS BASICALLY FROM THE STEADILY INCREASING AMOUNT OF FREIGHT 
ARRIVING IN RECENT MONTHS WITHOUT CORRESPONDING INCREASES IN 
FREIGHT HANDLING CAPACITY. THIS SITUATION HAS BEEN AGGRAVATED 
BY A THREE-DAY DOCKWORKERS STRIKE IN MID-JANUARY AND A ONE-DAY 
WORK STOPPAGE LAST WEEK BY CUSTOMS OFFICIALS COVERING DOCKS. 

RECENTLY ANNOUNCED PAY RAISES FOR DOCKWORKERS SHOULD HELP 
INSURE INDUSTRIAL STABILITY EROM THAT SECTOR OE THE WORK 
FORCE, BUT CUSTOMS OFFICIALS ARE WORKING UNDER AN ULTIMATUM 
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NIGERIAN PORT AURHORITY HAVE ALSO RAISED COMPLAINTS OVER 
RE-GRADING OE JOBS BY EMG WHITE PAPER AND COULD INITIATE 
INDUSTRIAL ACTIONS SOON. SINCE THE AMOUNT OE ARRIVING EREIGHT 
IS NOT EXPECTED TO DIMINISH NEXT MONTH, WAITING TIME AT 
LAGOS/APAPA COULD INCREASE DURING EEBRUARY. 
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